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Inaugural Session 

The Inaugural Session of the 15th APA Plenary was held on 19 February 

2025, in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Parliamentary delegations from following member countries participated 

in the meeting: 

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, India, 

Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Lebanon, 

Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, 

Thailand, Türkiye, UAE, and Uzbekistan. 

Observer Parliaments: 

 National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus,  

Observer Organizations: 

 IPC, IPACIS, League of Parliamentarians for Al Quds, TURKPA, 

PABSEC, PUIC, 

Special guest: 

CICA 
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(Attachment I) 

The following dignitaries presented their statements at the inaugural 

ceremony: 

• H.E. Ms. Sahiba GAFAROVA, Speaker of the Milli Majlis of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, APA President 

• H.E. Mohammad Reza MAJIDI, the APA Secretary-General 

• H.E. Speaker of Shura Council of the Kingdom of Bahrain 

• H.E. Speaker of the National Assembly of Bhutan 

• H.E. Speaker of the House of Rep. of Indonesia 

• H.E. Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran 

• H.E. Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan 

• H.E. Chairman of the Parliament of Tajikistan 

• H.E. Chairperson of the Senate of Uzbekistan 

• H.E. Chairman of the Shura Council of Oman 

• H.E. Chairman of the Council of Rep. of Belarus 

• H.E. First Deputy Speaker of Fed. National Council of UAE 

• H.E. Vice President of Palestine National Council 

• H.E. Second Deputy Speaker of Parliament of Jordan 

• H.E. Second Deputy Speaker of House of Rep. of Thailand 

• H.E. MP/ Grand National Assembly of Türkiye 

        (Attachment II) 

At the end of the Inaugural Session the Speaker of the Milli Majlis of 

Azerbaijan announced that H.E. Rizvan Nabiyev the Head of the 

delegation of Azerbaijan to APA, will be her representative at the 15th 

APA Plenary. 
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The 15th APA Plenary Session 

 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda of the 15th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary 

Assembly was adopted unanimously. (Attachment III) 

2. Election of the Bureau 

The Bureau of the 15th APA Plenary is consisted of the following 

member states: 

Chairperson : Azerbaijan 

Vice- Chair : Lao 

Rapporteur : Iraq 

Members of the Bureau of the 15th APA Plenary were elected by 

acclamation. 

3. Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Council 

H.E. Rizvan Nabiyev the Head of the delegation of Azerbaijan and the 

chair of the Executive Council presented the report of the Executive 

Council for adoption. (Attachment IV) 

4. Report of the Secretary General on the work of the Organization 

The APA Secretary General in his report to the Plenary covered the 

activities and the achievements of four Standing Committees as well as 

other important programs of the APA between 14th and 15th Plenary 

Session. (Attachment V) 

5. Adoption of the full membership of the Sultanate of Oman 

The Plenary endorsed the APA full membership of the Sultanate of 

Oman recommended by Executive Council. 

 

 6. Adoption of the Observer status of Republic of Belarus 

The Plenary endorsed APA Observer status of the Republic of Belarus 
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recommended by Executive Council.  

7. General Debate: Statements by Head of Delegations on “Role 

of Parliamentary Diplomacy in Strengthening Multilateral 

Cooperation in Asia” 

Head of Delegations addressed the theme of the 15th APA Plenary as 

well as other topics of their interests under this Agenda item. 

The Head of Delegations of the following member Parliaments, Observer 

Parliaments and Organizations addressed the 15th APA Plenary: 

Cambodia, China, Cyprus, India, Kazakhstan, Russia, Iraq, Lebanon, 

Indonesia, Qatar, Black Sea Cooperation, CICA, Laos, IA CIS, League 

of Parliaments of Al Quds, IPC 

(Attachment VI) 

8. Meeting of the Standing Committees 

Parallel to the general debates in the Plenary Hall, the meeting of four 

Standing Committees were held to consider and approve the relevant 

documents on their agenda. 

9. Meeting of the Drafting Committee on Declaration 

An open-ended drafting committee on Baku Declaration was held. The 

interested delegations participated and reviewed the draft text offered by 

host country Azerbaijan. After an extensive exchange of views, the Baku 

Declaration was adopted. (Attachment VII). 

1. The delegation of Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

registered its reservation by stating that: “Documents adopted by the 

current meeting on Palestine should not explicitly or implicitly be 

construed in any way as recognition of the Israeli Zionist Regime.” The 

delegation of the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran expressed its 

reservation regarding paragraph 9 of the Baku Declaration and 

emphasized that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) should be 

achieved in accordance with the national laws of the Member 

Parliaments. 
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2. The following statement was received by the APA Secretariat from 

Parliamentary delegation of Russian Federation: "During the discussions 

at the Drafting Committee the delegation of the Russian Federation has 

requested to amend one of the paragraphs of the Baku Declaration with 

a view to exclude bilateral contentious issues from the text in accordance 

with the Rule 21 of the APA Rules of Procedure.  

This request was disregarded by the Chair. The Russian delegation has 

stressed that points which don't enjoy consensus should be amended or 

deleted. 

Although the meeting of the Drafting Committee on Declaration was 

concluded, debates over the specific paragraph of the declaration 

between concerned delegations continued on the initiative of the Chair.  

Despite the arguments of the Russian delegation the text remained 

unchanged.  

Due to the lack of consensus, the delegation of the Russian Federation 

informed the APA Secretary General in a written form of its views and 

requested the Secretariat to draw the APA Parliaments’ attention to this 

matter".  (Attachment VIII) 

3. Secretariat received an official letter from Parliament of India 

expressing her reservations on Operative Paragraph 5 of the Baku 

Declaration. (Attachment XV). 

  

10. Reports of the Standing Committees on:  

• Social and Cultural Affairs (Attachment IX) 

• Budget and Planning (Attachment X) 

• Economic and Sustainable Development (Attachment XI) 

• Political Affairs (Attachment XII) 

 

11. Approval of the APA Vice-Presidents for 2025 
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The 15th Plenary considered and endorsed its Vice Presidents and the 

Chair of four Standing Committees as follows: 

• Iran: Standing Committee on Political Affairs 

• Russian Federation: Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs 

• Qatar: Standing Committee on Budget and Planning 

• Bahrain: Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable 

Development 

12. Nomination of APA President for 2026-8 

Based on the recommendation of the Executive Council for the future 

APA Presidency, the 15th APA Plenary endorsed the Kingdom of 

Bahrain for the position of the APA Presidency for 2026 and the Islamic 

Republic of Iran for the position of APA Presidency for 2027-2028. 

Chairman presented the attached “Decision” which was unanimously 

adopted by the 15th Plenary. (Attachment XIII) 

 

13. Adoption of the amendments to the APA Charter and  

Rules of Procedure recommended by the Executive Council 

The Plenary approved the amendments to the Article 5 and 8 of APA 

Charter and Rules 15 and 34.1of the APA Rules of Procedure 

recommended by the Executive Council. (Attachment XIV) 

15. Any other matter 

No issues were raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment I 
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the APA  
3. Mr. Ilham Mammadov     Member of the 

Delegation to the APA  
4. Mr. Aydın Huseynov     Member of the 

Delegation to the APA  
5. Ms. Gunay Aghamali     Member of the 

Delegation to the APA  
6. Mr. Nagif Hamzayev     Member of the 

Delegation to the APA  
7. Mr. Farid Hajiyev      Chief of Staff 
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21. Mr. Sayed Ali Mohamed     Media 
 

Belarus 

22. Ms. Natallia Kachanava     Chairperson of the 

Council of Republic of the  
        National Assembly 

23. Mr. Vadzim Ipatau      Deputy Chairman of the 

House of         

 Representatives 
24. Mr. Sergei Aleinik      Member of Parliament 
25. Mr. Uladzislau Tatarynovich    Member of Parliament 
26. Ms. Maryna Ilyina      Member of Parliament 
27. Mr. Mikhail Rusy      Member of Parliament 
28. Mr. Dzmitry Pinevich     Ambassador 
29. Ms. Katsiaryna Zhaneuskaya    Staff 
30. Mr. Andrei Taranda      Staff 
31. Ms. Alena Misun      Staff 
32. Ms. Aksana Melnikovich     Staff 
33. Mr. Vladimir Chushev     Staff of embassy 
34. Ms. Alesya Vysotskaya     Media 
35. Mr. Aliaksandr Mahuchy     Media 
36. Mr. Andrei Lukashin      Security 
37. Mr. Aliaksandr Piatrovich     Security 

 

Bhutan 

38. Mr. Lungten Dorji      Speaker of the National 

Assembly 
39. Mr. Kinzang Wangchuk      Member of Parliament 
40. Ms. Sonam Dema       Staff 

 

Cambodia 

41. Mr. Chanphal Ngy      Head of the Delegation 
42. Mr. Pe A Cheam      Member of Parliament 

43. Mr. Sokhem Pech      Staff 

44. Mr. Meng Huoth Penh     Staff 

 

China 

45. Mr. Xiaoyu Gu      Head of the Delegation 
46. Mr. Xingmin Zhang       Member of Parliament 
47. Ms. Dong Hou      Staff 
48. Ms. Mengyuan Qi      Staff 
49. Ms. Mo Li       Staff 
50. Mr. Yilin Xie       Staff of embassy 
51. Ms. Lu Peng       Interpreter 
52. Mr. Kun Shen      Interpreter 
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Cyprus 

53. Mr. Nicolaos Tornaritis     Head of the Delegation 
54. Ms. Loukia Mouyi      Staff 

 

India       

55. Mr. Kamakhya Prasad Tasa     Head of Delegation 
56. Ms. Kiran Choudhry      Member of Parliament 
57. Ms. Aradhita Singh      Staff 
58. Mr. Yogendra Singh      Staff 
59. Mr. Sanjay Jain      Counsellor 
60. Mr. Amar Nath Sharma     Staff of embassy 
61. Mr. Ekhtiram Jabiyev     Media 

 

Indonesia 

62. Mr. Puan Maharani       Speaker of the House of 
Representatives 

63. Mr. Mardani Ali Serah      Member of Parliament 
64. Mr. Musa Rajekshah     Member of Parliament 
65. Ms. Arzeti Bilbina Setyawan    Member of Parliament 
66. Mr. Robert Joppy Kardinal     Member of Parliament 
67. Mr. Syahrul Aidi Maazat     Member of Parliament 
68. Mr. Gilang Dhielafararez     Member of Parliament 
69. Mr. Charles Honoris      Member of Parliament 
70. Mr. Ghulam Mohamad Sharon    Member of Parliament 
71. Ms. Iis Muldiyanti      Staff 
72. Ms. Diah Aty Rachmawaty     Staff 
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74. Mr. Mochamad Ilyas     Staff 
75. Mr. Toferry Primanda Soetikno    Staff 
76. Ms. Siti Nurhaza      Staff 
77. Ms. Vigita Andantio Syfia     Staff 
78. Ms. Destriana Rachma Riandini    Staff 
79. Ms. Merita Yenni      Charge d'Affaires 
80. Mr. Parvana Karimova     Staff of embassy 
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82. Mr. Theodorusz Iqnatius Ramayana   Media 
83. Mr. Andri Triana      Media 
84. Ms. Yuliana Tansil      Interpreter 
85. Mr. Alfian Ghulam Athoillah    Security 
 

Iran   

86. Mr. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf    Speaker of the Islamic 

Consultative Assembly 
87. Mr. Mohsen Zanganeh     Member of Parliament 
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142. Mr. Mustafa Saleh Lateef Lateef    Staff 
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276. Mr. Mehdi Mollahosseini     Staff 
 

Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) 

– Special Guest 
277. Mr. Kairat Sarybay      Secretary General 
278. Ms. Tomiris Batayeva     Staff 

 

International Parliamentarians Congress (IPC) – (observer) 
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Interparliamentary Assembly of member nations of the CIS (IPA CIS) – 
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281. Mr. Dmitrii Kobitskii      Secretary General 
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 Human Rights of the IPA CIS  
283. Mr. Aydin Jafarov      Deputy Secretary 

General of the IPA CIS         

 Council – Plenipotentiary Representative of      

    the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
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288. Mr. Fuad Alakbarov      Deputy Secretary 

General 
 

Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC) – (observer) 

289. Mr. Osama Mahmoud Abdellfattah Mohamed  Advisor to the Secretary 

General  
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Attachment II 

Statement by H.E. Speaker of the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan 

The 15th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

“Role of parliamentary diplomacy in strengthening multilateral cooperation in 

Asia” 

19 February 2025 

 

Honorable Speakers of Parliaments, 

Honorable Vice Speakers of Parliaments,   

Distinguished Secretary General, 

Distinguished colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my great pleasure and honor to greet you all in the Milli Majlis of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan on the occasion of the 15th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary 

Assembly. Welcome to Azerbaijan. 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to representatives of all parliaments and 

international organizations for accepting our invitation and participating in this plenary 

session. It is a sign of our firm intention and dedication in further enhancing our 

cooperation and strengthening this platform.  

Dear colleagues,  

Exactly one year ago the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan took over the 

presidency of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly. We have put forward several priorities 

for our presidency on further strengthening our joint work - development of institutional 

capacity of the APA, expanding our ranks, reinvigorating and increasing the 

effectiveness of the existing bodies.  

I would like to inform our plenary session that yesterday’s meeting of the Executive 

Council of the Assembly considered two applications: the application of the Shura 

Council of the Sultanate of Oman for the full membership of the Assembly. And the 

application of the Council of the Republic of the National Assembly of the Republic of 

Belarus for the status of observer in the Asian Parliamentary Assembly.  

It is pleasing to note that the Executive Council has made a recommendation to the 

plenary for a decision. I believe, our plenary will positively respond to these two 

applications, adopt relevant decisions and thus expand our ranks.  

I, in my turn, as the President of the APA would like to thank both speakers of 

parliaments - my dear friends, His Excellency, Mr. Sheikh Khalid bin Hilal Al Mawali and 

Her Excellency, Ms. Natalia Kochanova, for their eagerness to contribute to the work of 

our Assembly.  

Dear colleagues,  
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We are pleased that certain developments have been taking place in the context of 

revision and amendment of statutory documents, with the aim of further optimizing our 

organization’s institutional capacity.  

 

It should also be noted that we are close to reaching a consensus on the decision to 

form the APA budget, which is very important for further strengthening and increasing 

the Assembly’s capabilities.  

Another achievement of the past year has been the activation of the APA Bureau 

meetings. Our proposal on revitalization of Bureau’s work has been duly met. Thus, 

during each meeting of the Standing Committees, Bureau meetings are also being held, 

which is aimed at responding promptly to the needs of the organization.   

And taking this opportunity, I would like to express my gratitude to Mr. Mohammad Reza 

Majidi, the Secretary General of the APA and the Secretariat for their continuous efforts 

on development of our organization and advancement of its goals.  

Distinguished colleagues, 

The theme of our today’s plenary session is the “Role of parliamentary diplomacy in 

strengthening multilateral cooperation in Asia”. Taking into consideration the state of 

affairs in international politics and the current situation around the world, the issue of 

multilateral cooperation has never been as important as now.  

Humanitarian crises, conflicts, poverty, climate change, rise of discrimination, racism, 

xenophobia and Islamophobia.  

Indeed, all these challenges that our world faces and the question of how to deal with 

them inevitably bring forward the issue of efficiency of today’s international relations 

system.  

Regretfully, today, the world has become more fractured and less peaceful. And many 

argue about the ineffectiveness of multilateral mechanisms.  

Dear colleagues, 

And now, as the Speaker of the Milli Majlis, I would like to take this opportunity and share 

with you the views of my country Azerbaijan on this issue. 

Let me say that Azerbaijan, whose internationally recognized territories were left under 

occupation by its neighbor Armenia for 30 years despite all norms and principles of 

international law, resolutions and decisions of international organizations, unfortunately, 

was one of the main victims of inefficiency of today’s system.  

Our country singlehandedly implemented all these norms, principles and resolutions by 

liberating its territories, restoring its territorial integrity and sovereignty. So, we are well 

aware of the urgency of this matter.  

Distinguished colleagues, 

As put forward by His Excellency, Mr.Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, what the world really needs now is full respect for international commitments.  
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Indeed, the truth is that non-compliance with norms and principles of international law, 

application of double standards and selective approaches, interference in internal affairs 

of states have been the main source of all contradictions and tensions that we face 

today.   

So, the question comes up: how to end all of it? 

It is evident that the most reliable way to turn this negative trend around and achieve 

peace, stability and prosperity in the world is to strengthen multilateral system. A system, 

where all countries respect the rules, hold each other accountable through collective and 

legitimate means, help each other and reject unilateral approaches that give preference 

to the interests of one state over another.  

Azerbaijan has always been a strong supporter of effective and inclusive multilateral 

system in line with aforementioned principles. A 4-year chairmanship in the Non-Aligned 

Movement, during which Azerbaijan proactively worked on institutional development of 

the Movement and promoted dialogue, cooperation and solidarity among the member 

states is a clear demonstration of this approach. 

And selection of Azerbaijan as the host country of the COP29 with unanimous support 

of global community, adoption of important decisions under Azerbaijan’s leadership in 

the framework of the COP29 have been the pinnacle of our country’s unwavering 

commitment to multilateralism: ability to build bridges, bring together different 

stakeholders and unite Global North and Global South behind the common cause – the 

issue of dealing with the challenge of climate change, which threatens all humanity. 

Dear colleagues, 

Active involvement of our parliament in multilateral cooperation is, in fact, continuation 

of this approach.  

Our parliament together with the Inter-Parliamentary Union organized the Parliamentary 

Meeting in the framework of the COP29, which provided parliamentary contribution to 

multilateral climate action. I thank member parliaments of the APA for their active 

participation in this meeting. 

I would also like to note that the Milli Majlis is involved in the work of the various 

parliamentary organizations and today, chairs another 4 interparliamentary 

organizations, along with the APA, namely Parliamentary Assembly of Economic 

Cooperation Organization, Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States, Parliamentary 

Assembly of Black Sea Economic Cooperation and Parliamentary Network of the Non-

Aligned Movement. Such an activity reflects our parliament’s strong belief in multilateral 

parliamentary diplomacy. 

Let me especially to note that the Parliamentary Network of the Non-Aligned Movement 

has been established upon the initiative of His Excellency, Mr.Ilham Aliyev, President of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan, which is another significant contribution to multilateralism by 

our country.  

Dear colleagues, 



20 
 

Indeed, one of the main points of the current stage of development of parliamentarism 

is that the activities of parliaments are no longer limited with national borders and already 

extend to regional and global levels. 

This reflects the understanding that we, parliamentarians, as the representatives of our 

people, have a strong role to play in finding solutions to the challenges that concern all 

of us.  

Parliamentary cooperation platforms prove our commitment and determination to work 

together for a better world. As such, interparliamentary organizations are a vivid example 

of constructive dialogue, cooperation and solidarity. 

In this sense, the Asian Parliamentary Assembly represents a significant multilateral 

institution for these purposes. The Asian region has become increasingly important in 

solving global problems. And the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, which unites us all 

under its umbrella, makes our voices heard and provides parliamentary contribution to 

the efforts of our countries for achieving common goals. 

Distinguished colleagues, dear friends, 

I believe, through our joint work, we will be able to fully use the existing potential of the 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly and maximize its capabilities. Indeed, today’s plenary 

session is a clear expression of our common intention. I wish every success to our event. 

I thank you for your attention. 
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

Inaugural Session of the APA 15th Plenary 

19 February 2025 

Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan  

 

Opening Remarks by Secretary General 

 

Madam President, 

Honorable speakers, 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am delighted and deeply honored to address this distinguished gathering 

of the 15th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, hosted 

in the historical city of Baku. 

This gathering is a cherished opportunity to extend my warmest welcome 

to all esteemed participants, who have graciously accepted the kind 

invitation of H.E. Sahiba Gafarova, Hon. Speaker of the Milli Majlis 

of Azerbaijan, and the APA Secretary General, to participate in this 

prestigious session. 

 

 

I would like to express, on behalf of myself, the APA's Permanent 

Secretariat team, and all delegations present, our deepest gratitude to the 

Speaker of the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan and the distinguished officials 
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of the Government and Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Their 

exemplary planning and warm hospitality have greatly enriched our 

experience and provided an excellent foundation for our discussions.  

Today, we find ourselves at a crucial crossroads, where significant 

challenges coexist with unprecedented opportunities. I am filled with 

confidence and optimism that, under the wise and dynamic leadership of 

the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan, the APA will continue to achieve 

substantial progress in the months ahead, as it has over the past year.  

 

Madam President, 

Honorable speakers, 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Since Azerbaijan assumed the APA Presidency in 2024 with strong 

collaboration and steadfast commitment, APA has successfully held 

regular meetings of its standing committees, the Bureau, and the 

sessions of Working Group on Statutory Documents alongside the 

Standing Committee meetings. We have been able to effectively tackle 

our programs altogether, and I am pleased to acknowledge that our 

organization continues to grow and flourish. 

The credibility and success of our organization depend on robust 

cooperation and synergistic efforts among all APA members. In this 

spirit, I wish to extend my appreciation to the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan 

for selecting the central theme of this session: “The Role of 

Parliamentary Diplomacy in Strengthening Multilateral Cooperation in 

Asia.” I am convinced that parliamentary diplomacy, as a 

complementary tool to traditional diplomatic efforts, is instrumental in 

addressing complex challenges through a cooperative and strategic 

approach.  

Asian countries are considered to share an important part underscoring 

their significant influence in the regional and global affairs. In this 

context, Asian parliaments, as the voices of their people, are well-
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positioned to play a transformative role in achieving common goals, 

leveraging parliamentary diplomacy as an essential tool in both bilateral 

and multilateral engagements. It is crucial that APA maintains its focus 

on strengthening multilateralism, making it a central tenet of our future 

agenda.  

As APA Secretary General, I find it essential to emphasize that in today’s 

world, where nations face multifaceted challenges, parliamentary 

diplomacy must be reinforced more than ever as a powerful tool to 

prevent the further erosion of international peace and security. 

To this end, we, as parliamentarian should spare no effort to invigorate 

parliamentary diplomacy to defuse every effort currently made to spread 

unilateralism as a bastion intended to extensively and forcefully impose 

its expansionist policies and dominance over other countries. 

I must also draw your attention to the ongoing humanitarian 

catastrophe in the Gaza Strip. Over the past 15 months, Israel’s war 

crimes and the destruction of infrastructure have reduced the enclave to 

rubble. During this period, the apartheid regime has killed thousands of 

Palestinians, particularly women and children. Regarding the current 

ceasefire, I must underscore that there is little hope for its continuation 

after 15 months of genocidal acts committed by the Zionist entity. 

Under these dire circumstances, the APA, as a significant parliamentary 

platform with a broad membership, has adopted policies in support of the 

Palestinian people, making the issue of Palestine a central focus of its 

agenda. 

In conclusion, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all 

Speakers, Presidents, Vice Presidents, Deputies, and Heads of 

Delegations from APA member parliaments who have consistently 

supported our efforts to promote parliamentary democracy. Your 

dedication and unwavering support have enabled us to pursue our shared 

objectives with renewed confidence, ensuring the advancement of our 

organization. 

As we look ahead, let us embrace this opportunity to work hand in hand, 

fostering cooperation across all levels of our organization. Together, we 
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can drive parliamentary diplomacy forward, strengthening our bonds and 

building a brighter future for all member nations of the APA. 

Last but not the least, I would like to welcome the Sultanate of Oman 

as the new full member and the Republic of Belarus as the new observer 

among us. 

Also, it is a pleasure for all of us to welcome the Kingdom of Bahrain 

as the next APA President for 2026 and the Islamic republic of Iran 

as APA President for 2027-2028.  

 

Thank you for your kind attention.  
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འབྲུག་ག་ིརྒྱལ་ཡངོས་ཚགོས་འདུ། 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF BHUTAN  

 

 

Speaker  

 

 

                  Sp-5/ 

 

tement by the Speaker of the National Assembly of Bhutan 

15th Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Plenary 

Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, 17-21 February 2024 

 

Madam President, 

Hon. Speakers/ Excellencies,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

SABAHINIZ XEYIR and Very Good Morning.  

1. It is a deep honor and privilege to address this distinguished assembly today. 

On behalf of His Majesty the King, the people, and the Parliament of Bhutan, 

I extend my sincere greetings to the President, the Secretary General, and the 

APA Secretariat, acknowledging your steadfast commitment and tireless 

efforts in organizing this pivotal event. I also express my profound gratitude 

to the government and people of the Republic of Azerbaijan for their gracious 

hospitality and for hosting us in the magnificent city of Baku. 

2. The Asian Parliamentary Assembly exemplifies our shared commitment to 

fostering cooperation, solidarity, and dialogue among the parliaments of 

Asia. This esteemed forum provides a vital platform to address pressing 

regional and global challenges, encouraging collaboration to develop and 
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implement solutions that benefit not only our region but the world at large. 

It underscores the critical importance of strengthening inter-parliamentary 

ties, building mutual trust, sharing expertise, and advancing our collective 

aspirations for peace, stability, and sustainable prosperity. 

 

Madam President, 

3. In an era of interconnected challenges—climate change, economic 

instability, and geopolitical tensions—the 15th Plenary, themed ‘The Role of 

Parliamentary Diplomacy in Strengthening Multilateral Cooperation in 

Asia,’ serves as a vital platform for constructive dialogue. It bridges divides, 

drives collective solutions, and reaffirms our shared commitment to regional 

unity, collaboration, and peace. 

 

4. This session highlights how parliamentary diplomacy complements and 

strengthens traditional diplomatic efforts. By fostering open dialogue, 

building trust, and advancing citizen-centric solutions, we can integrate 

Gross National Happiness (GNH) values into policymaking—ensuring a 

balance between economic progress, social equity, and environmental 

sustainability. 

 

Distinguished Delegates 

 

5. I am honored to share that, under His Majesty the King’s enlightened vision, 

Bhutan aspires to be a global hub where economic growth harmonizes with 

mindfulness, sustainability, and well-being. Guided by the philosophy of 

Gross National Happiness (GNH), this vision places human well-being 

above economic metrics, shaping diplomatic policies that promote 

happiness, respect, and cooperation. 
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His Majesty champions’ mindfulness as a unifying force in diplomacy, 

strengthening Bhutan’s commitment to global partnerships and collective 

problem-solving. By fostering a culture of awareness and empathy, we can 

work together to address shared challenges and build a more sustainable 

future. 

6. As parliamentarians, we must uphold collaboration and mutual respect, 

advocating for policies that safeguard both people and the planet. Bhutan 

remains firmly committed to strengthening parliamentary partnerships and 

contributing to the shared goals of this assembly. 

7. On behalf of the Parliament of Bhutan, I reaffirm our unwavering 

commitment to the objectives of the APA.We pledge to work together so that 

our collective efforts reflect the aspirations of a diverse yet united Asia. 

 

8. In closing, I extend my deepest gratitude once again to the Republic of 

Azerbaijan for hosting us so generously and to the APA ```````Secretariat for 

the tireless efforts in organizing this significant event. Let us seize this 

opportunity to strengthen collaboration amongst our parliaments and work 

together towards a more resilient, harmonious, and prosperous Asia. 

 

Çog(chog) sağ olun / Teşekkür edirem,( tesh-ek-koor eh-dee-rem)  Tashi 

Delek and Thank you!        
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The Speech of His Excellency, Dr. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 

 (Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran) 

 

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Madam Sahiba Gafarova, esteemed Speaker of the National Assembly of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan, 

Honorable Speakers of the Parliaments, 

Distinguished Heads of Asian Parliamentary Delegations, 

At the outset, I would like to express my profound pleasure at 

being present among the esteemed heads of parliaments and 

parliamentary delegations of the member states of the Asian 

Parliamentary Assembly. I also extend my gratitude to Madam Sahiba 

Gafarova, the respected Speaker of the National Assembly of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, for hosting this meeting and for their hospitality. 

Our presence here today signifies the historical bonds and friendship 

between our two neighboring nations, as well as the expansion of 

parliamentary relations between us.   

Ladies and Gentlemen,   

The world today is undergoing profound and multidimensional 

transformations, presenting complex challenges to both regional and 

international order. As you are well aware, Asia, home to approximately 

60% of the world’s population, is the cradle of many human civilizations. 

It is a continent endowed with unique capacities and resources, 

composed of nations with diverse histories, languages, cultures, and 

traditions. These factors collectively contribute to the richness and 

latent strength of Asia in confronting various challenges.   

Based on the shared values and commonalities among our nations 

across this vast continent, each of us, as members of this great family, 
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holds a deep commitment to peace, friendship, multilateralism, 

equality, and justice. 

I firmly believe that in this era of global interconnectedness, any 

problem in any corner of the world, with its ripple effects, not only 

impacts the lives of individuals in the affected country but also 

influences policies and behaviors across the globe. Regional conflicts, 

energy insecurity, pandemics, climate change, unlawful and coercive 

actions, colonial and hegemonic policies, drug trafficking, and similar 

challenges transcend the borders of regional states and have 

far-reaching consequences. 

In this transitional phase of the global community, multilateralism 

and cooperative engagement are not merely choices or options; they 

are fundamental necessities of the current international system, albeit 

one that faces numerous challenges.   

Madam President,   

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,   

As representatives of the people of Asia, we must be the voice of 

all stakeholders and the people of this continent, striving to empower 

them and ensure their voices are heard. In one clear example, the 

people of the world, the region, and particularly the suffering people of 

Gaza, call upon us to be their voice and to halt the unlawful and 

inhumane actions of the Zionist regime. We all bear a profound 

historical, legal, moral, and humanitarian responsibility in the face of 

this grave threat.   

Although the Zionist regime failed to achieve its strategic 

objectives in its recent aggression against Gaza and Lebanon, it has 

consistently pursued a policy of occupation and aggression throughout 

its illegitimate existence, with the comprehensive support of the United 

States and certain other countries. 
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Over the past year, despite the heavy costs, the popular resistance 

in the region stood firm against the well-equipped Zionist military, 

inflicting a strategic defeat on the regime despite its organized genocide 

and terrorism. However, it is regrettable that in recent months, the 

Zionists and the United States, following their military and strategic 

failures in Lebanon and Gaza, have not remained idle and are now 

plotting new political conspiracies in the region. 

The recent baseless statements by the U.S. President regarding 

American control over Gaza and the forced displacement of the 

Palestinian people reflect the continuation of colonial and domineering 

views, exemplifying the disregard for and violation of the rights of the 

oppressed Palestinian people. This plan represents a form of ethnic 

cleansing, modern occupation, and apartheid, designed to undermine 

national identity and suppress the will of the Palestinian people, entirely 

aligned with the illegitimate interests of the Zionist regime. This 

inhumane plan could also exacerbate the fragile security of the region, 

leading to new challenges and crises.   

We firmly oppose and strongly condemn any imposed plan that 

disregards the will of the Palestinian people. We believe that the future 

of Palestine and Gaza can only be secured within the framework of 

Palestinian interests and the right of all genuine Palestinians to 

determine their own destiny. In this regard, we call upon all 

freedom-loving nations, independent states, international 

organizations, and institutions, particularly the member parliaments of 

the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, to support the legitimate rights of 

the Palestinian people in both word and deed against this new conspiracy. 

The future of Palestine will not be determined by the United 

States or any other colonial power. The right to self-determination 

belongs solely to the Palestinian people. The only way to end the 

current crisis in West Asia is through a complete and lasting ceasefire in 

the Gaza Strip, the full withdrawal of the occupying Zionist forces from 
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Palestinian, Lebanese, and Syrian territories, the immediate and 

unimpeded delivery of sufficient humanitarian aid to all of Gaza, and the 

safe and unrestricted return of Palestinian refugees to their homes. 

Madam President,   

Esteemed Speakers of the Parliaments,   

The world needs a new era of peace, security, and multilateralism. 

Asia must play its role in initiating this new phase of multilateral 

cooperation, and we must work together to achieve this important goal. 

We propose strengthening trade and economic cooperation among 

Asian countries, supported by their parliaments, with the aim of 

establishing mechanisms to facilitate trade among member states 

through preferential trade agreements, investment incentives, 

infrastructure development projects, and the reduction of trade 

barriers. We also advocate for diversifying trade routes and promoting 

economic synergy among member states to achieve inclusive growth 

and comprehensive development. 

The Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the initiator of 

the resolution on “Enhancing Cooperation Among Members of the 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly to Promote and Strengthen 

Multilateralism”, is prepared to take any necessary steps to strengthen 

sustainable multilateral cooperation in Asia and ensure that all Asian 

nations benefit from it. 

Thank you for your attention.   

Wa Ssalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh. 
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

The 15th Plenary Session 

Baku, Azerbaijan  
19-20 February 2025 

 

Agenda 

 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

2. Election of the Bureau 

3. Remarks by APA President, H.E. Speaker of Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan 

4. Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Council 

5. Report of the Secretary General on the work of the Organization 

  

6. Adoption of the full membership of the Sultanate of Oman  

 

7. Adoption of the Observer status of  Republic of Belarus  

8. General Debate: Statements by Head of Delegations on “Role of 

Parliamentary Diplomacy in Strengthening Multilateral Cooperation in 

Asia”  

9. Meeting of the Standing Committees 

10. Meeting of the Drafting Committee on Baku Declaration 

11. Presentation and adoption of Reports of: 

- Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs 

- Standing Committee on Budget and Planning 

- Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable 

Development  
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- Standing Committee on Political Affairs  

12. Approval of the APA Vice- Presidents for 2025 

13. Nomination of APA President for 2026-7 

14. Adoption of the amendments to the APA Charter and Rule of 

Procedure recommended by the Executive Council 

15. Any other matter 
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Attachment IV 

 
 

 
 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

15th Plenary Session 

Baku, Azerbaijan, 19-20 February 2025 
 
 

Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Council to the Plenary 
 

 
Madam President, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Dear Colleagues, 

It is a great pleasure for me, as chairperson of the Executive Council 
and Representative of the APA President H.E. Sahiba Gafarova, the 
esteemed Speaker of the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan, to welcome you all 
to the 15th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly in 
Baku, the capital city of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

It is also an honor for me to present to the 15th APA Plenary the 

Report of the Executive Council meeting of 18 February 2025 in Baku: 

1. Following adoption of the agenda of the Executive Council, the 

meeting elected members of the Bureau by acclamation as follows: 

• Chairman: Azerbaijan 

• Vice Chair : Jordan 

• Rapporteur : Bhutan 
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2. In my opening remarks as Chairperson of the Executive council I 

made the following points: 

- Azerbaijan views the Asian Parliamentary Assembly as a unique 

platform for promoting Asian solidarity and cooperation across 

various fields und supports strengthening its organizational capacities. 

- We are concerned about the situation in the Middle East and 

therefore we support efforts to reduce tensions in region and find a 

political solution. 

- For the first time since decades, de facto peace has been established 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan, stability has been achieved on the 

ground. 

- Despite the various challenges, around 300,000 Azerbaijani refugees 

displaced from Armenia are still waiting to return to their ancestral 

homes. 

- We will continue to support efforts to achieve a just, lasting, and 
peaceful resolution to all outstanding issues in the greater Asian region 
in accordance with the fundamental norms and principles of 
international law. 

3. The APA Secretary General, Dr. Majidi also presented his Report on 

the APA activities during the 2024/2025. Secretary General in his 

Report outlined the work of the four Standing Committees and other 

major events of the APA. 

4. I am delighted to report to you that at yesterday’s meeting, the 

Executive Council unanimously approved the application of the 

Sultanate of Oman for the full membership and the application of the 

Republic of Belarus for the APA observer status and sought the Plenary 

endorsement. 

5. It is also my honor to report that the Executive Council, noting that 

the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Bahrain 
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had generously offered their candidacy for APA Presidency of 2026-

2027, approved the following arrangements which have been agreed 

among them through good offices of APA Secretary General and under 

the chairmanship of the representative of the APA President: 

1. Kingdom of Bahrain will hold the position of APA Presidency for 

2026. 

2. Islamic Republic of Iran will hold the position of APA Presidency for 

2027-2028. 

3. Iran as the APA vice-president will host the Standing Committee on 

Political Affairs in 2025. 

4. Iran as the APA vice-president will host the Standing Committee on 

Economic and Sustainable Development in 2026. 

6. The Executive Council at yesterday’s meeting, also reconfirmed the 

nomination of the Kingdom of Bahrain, the State of Qatar and Russia 

Federation for the three post of APA Vice – Presidency and hosting of 

the Standing Committees for the 2025 and recommended them to the 

Plenary for endorsement. 

 
 

Disguised Delegates, 

Dear Colleagues, 

7. As its main task, the Executive Council considered the draft 

resolutions adopted by Standing Committees on Social and Cultural 

Affairs, Budget, and Planning, Economic and Sustainable Development 

and Political Affairs. After debating several minor changes, all draft 

resolutions were approved by the Executive Council and 

recommended to the Plenary for the final approval. 

8. The Executive Council considered the report on Working Group on 

Statutory Documents in Bahrain and Iraq. At these two meetings 
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Article 5 and 8 of the APA Charter and Rules 15 and 34.1 of the APA 

Rules of Procedure were reviewed. The text of the reviewed Articles 

of the APA Charter and Rules of the APA Rules of Procedure were 

presented by the APA Secretariat to the meeting. The Executive 

Council considered and approved the proposed amendments and 

recommended it to the 15th Plenary for the final approval. 

8a. The Executive Council welcomed the crucial decision regarding 

equal payment and equal voting rights, recognize that the APA 

budget is essential for its effective functioning, and called on all 

Member States to take the necessary measures to allocate the 

required funds. 

8b. The Executive Council endorsed the Recommendation of the 

Standing Committee that the Committee on Palestine continue its 

work as a subcommittee of the Political Standing Committee. 

9. The report on the two meetings of the Committee on Palestine in 

Tehran and Baghdad were presented to the meeting. 

10. APA Secretariat also reported on the four sessions of the APA 

Bureau on the sidelines of the Standing Committee meetings in 

Moscow, Doha, Manama, and Baghdad. 

11. The Executive Council considered and adopt the draft Agenda of 

the 15th APA Plenary. 

 
 

Thank you very much for your kind attention 
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Attachment V 

 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

15th Plenary Session 

Baku, Azerbaijan 

19-20 February 2025 

 

Report by the Secretary General on the work of the 

Organization 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Distinguished Colleagues, 

It is with great pleasure and profound honor that I, as Secretary-

General, extend my warmest welcome to all esteemed attendees of the 

15th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) here 

in Baku, the magnificent capital of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

I am delighted that this landmark session is being convened under the 

esteemed leadership of H.E. Sahiba Gafarova, the highly respected 

Speaker of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Under Azerbaijan’s guidance, and with the dedicated efforts of the four 

APA Vice-Presidents Bahrain, Iraq, Qatar, and Russia, we have 

successfully conducted our Standing Committee meetings, fulfilling 

the objectives outlined in the 14th APA Plenary Session. 
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Throughout 2024, the APA has remained steadfast in addressing key 

regional and global issues. Our first gathering of the year took place in 

Moscow in September, under the framework of the Standing 

Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs. This meeting facilitated 

in-depth discussions on a range of vital topics, including cultural 

diversity, heritage preservation, health equity, anti-corruption 

measures, the fight against the smuggling of cultural artifacts, drug 

trafficking, youth and human development, tourism, and interfaith 

dialogue. A significant contribution from the Russian Federation 

introduced a timely draft resolution on the pursuit of a "More Just 

Multipolar World Order Reflecting Cultural and Civilizational 

Diversity." In light of the increasing impact of social media and 

artificial intelligence, (AI) I firmly believe we must adopt a proactive 

approach to addressing these emerging social and cultural challenges.  

In addition to our work on social and cultural affairs, 2024 marked 

significant progress in APA’s financial planning. The Standing 

Committee on Budget and Planning, convened in November in 

Qatar, achieved a major milestone by unanimously adopting the 

principle of equal assessed contributions, setting the amount at $22,000 

USD. This draft resolution underscores the importance of equitable 

financial participation by all Member Parliaments, ensuring the 

sustainable operation of the APA and its Secretariat. I am confident that 

with the endorsement of this model by the 15th Plenary Session, the 

APA will take a substantial step toward achieving its noble goals with 

renewed confidence and shared commitment. On this occasion, I would 

like to express my sincere appreciation to the Islamic Parliament of Iran 

for its continued financial and logistical support to the APA Secretariat 

since 2007.  

In the area of economic and sustainable development, the APA 

remained deeply engaged throughout 2024. Our December meeting in 

Manama, Bahrain, provided a platform for rich discussions on energy 

markets, environmental policies, economic growth, poverty 

eradication, sustainable development goals (SDGs), and water and 

sanitation issues. Given the significance of these topics, I strongly 

encourage Member Parliaments to actively contribute proposals in the 
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form of draft resolutions for consideration at the next Standing 

Committee meeting.  

On the political front, while the APA has consistently emphasized 

critical issues such as good governance, the rule of law, regional 

cooperation, and multilateralism, the dominant focus of 2024 has been 

the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. In response to the catastrophic 

conditions faced by the Palestinian people, the APA established the 

"Committee on Palestine," which convened twice: first in January 

2024 in Tehran, Iran, and then in January 2025 in Baghdad, Iraq, 

alongside the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs. During 

these sessions, the Committee reaffirmed the APA’s unwavering 

support for the Palestinian cause and strongly condemned the massacre 

of civilians and acts of ethnic cleansing in Gaza perpetrated by 

the Zionist regime. 

Between the 14th and 15th Plenary Sessions, we also made significant 

progress in reviewing and updating the APA’s statutory documents. 

The APA Working Group on Statutory Documents convened in 

Manama, Bahrain, in December 2024, and in Baghdad, Iraq, in January 

2025, where it conducted a comprehensive review of Article 5 and 

Article 8 of the APA Charter, as well as Rule 15 of the APA Rules of 

Procedure. The Executive Council has since approved these 

amendments and recommended them for formal endorsement by the 

Plenary. With their adoption, the mandate of the Working Group on 

Statutory Documents will have been successfully fulfilled. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Distinguished Colleagues 

 

As I conclude my report, I am pleased to announce that the Executive 

Council has approved the Sultanate of Oman’s application for full 

APA membership and the Republic of Belarus’ application for 

Observer Status. The unanimous support for these applications in the 

Plenary will further reinforce APA’s role as a growing platform for 

parliamentary diplomacy and regional cooperation.  
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Furthermore, I would like to extend my deep appreciation to the Milli 

Majlis of Azerbaijan for selecting the theme "The Role of 

Parliamentary Diplomacy in Strengthening Multilateral Cooperation 

in Asia" for this 15th APA Plenary Session. This theme reflects our 

collective commitment to harnessing parliamentary diplomacy as an 

instrument for fostering multilateral cooperation and addressing 

common regional and global challenges.  

Another significant agenda item at this Plenary Session is the 

nomination of the APA President for 2026–2028. I am pleased to 

report that at yesterday’s Executive Council meeting, the Council 

reached a consensus on the nomination of Kingdom of Bahrain for the 

APA Presidency for 2026 and Islamic Republic of Iran for 2027-2028. 

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to Bahrain and Iran and I am 

confident that the two parliaments will receive the full support of the 

Plenary for this prestigious leadership role.  

Moreover, I am delighted that the Executive Council has confirmed the 

candidacies of Bahrain, Qatar, Iran, and Russia as the four Vice-

Presidents, along with their commitment to hosting the Standing 

Committee meetings. I congratulate them on their dedication and 

commend their leadership and professionalism in successfully 

organizing these critical meetings over the years. Looking ahead to 

2025, I am confident that the Bureau of the Assembly, with its 

distinguished composition, will make crucial decisions to further 

advance the implementation of the APA’s annual program of work. 

They can be assured of the full support of all APA members and the 

Secretariat as they carry out their significant responsibilities.  

 

Thank you very much for your kind attention 
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Attachment VI 

015TH PLENARY SESSION OF THE ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY,  

17 - 21 February 2025 

Baku, Azerbaijan 

 

INTERVENTION BY THE HEAD OF THE CYPRUS DELEGATION, 

Mr. NICOS TORNARITIS, MP 

 

“ROLE OF PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY IN STRENGTHENING  

MULTILATERAL COOPERATION IN ASIA” 

 

 

Your Excellencies, 

Esteemed Colleagues, 

Dear Friends, 

 

First of all allow me to extend a heartfelt thank you to our hosts the Parliament of 

Azerbaijan for their warm hospitality and for organizing an excellent Plenary Session.  

It is a sad reality that in recent years the world appears to be in turmoil. As we witness 

on a daily basis conflict, destruction and the rise of multiple threats to the wellbeing 

of our peoples, we must pledge to work together so that peace and security prevail. 

In dealing with all these challenges, the role and importance of multilateralism, 

dialogue and the peaceful resolution of disputes are being called into question. In this 

challenging scape, meetings such as the one we are all attending here in Baku, serve 

to remind us of the fundamental importance and crucial role of parliamentary 

diplomacy in today's turbulent world where global challenges and geopolitical tensions 

demand collaborative and multilateral responses.  

Parliamentary diplomacy serves as a platform for open dialogue, fostering mutual 

understanding and promoting peaceful resolutions to conflicts. This is especially 

important in a time when traditional diplomacy may be sidelined by unilateral actions 

or when formal channels are at risk of breakdown. Especially in these times of 

increasing isolationism, parliamentary diplomacy helps to build bridges between 

countries. As parliamentarians, we possess a unique advantage to connect our nations 
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and peoples through common ground, that transcends government-to-government 

tensions and acts as a beacon of goodwill and reconciliation. 

Cyprus’ role as both an EU member state and a country in Western Asia places it in a 

unique position to facilitate multilateral diplomacy in Asia. Through its active 

participation in regional and international parliamentary platforms, Cyprus has been 

able to act as a bridge between Europe and Asia, contributing to regional stability, 

energy cooperation, and peacebuilding efforts. Special focus, has been placed on our 

ability to respond promptly to regional or other crises, through our organizational 

framework, which in the past two years alone has been used for evacuations of 

civilians from conflict zones in the area to the delivering of humanitarian assistance to 

Gaza through the “Amalthia” corridor project. All these efforts contribute to upgrading 

further the role of Cyprus in the Eastern Mediterranean.  

As Asia continues to grow in geopolitical and economic importance, Cyprus’ role in 

fostering parliamentary diplomacy will be critical in ensuring that multilateral 

cooperation across regions is strengthened. By maintaining its strategic position as a 

diplomatic bridge, Cyprus has the potential to play an even more influential role in 

shaping the future of Asia and the broader international community. 

In conclusion, parliamentary diplomacy holds significant potential in strengthening 

multilateral cooperation in Asia. By fostering dialogue, promoting accountability, and 

empowering national legislatures, parliamentary diplomacy ensures that Asia's diverse 

nations can work together to address common challenges and build a more stable and 

prosperous future. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

/LM/ 
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Attachment VII 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 15th Plenary Session 

BAKU DECLARATION,  

20 February 2025. 

 

We, Members of Parliaments of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) who 

attended the 15th Plenary Session of APA in Baku from 17 February to 21 February 

2025, upon the invitation of H.E. Sahiba GAFAROVA, Speaker of the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Azerbaijan and President of APA: 

 

Representing the Asian nations, which are bound by deeply-rooted ties of history, 

geography, culture, economy, politics and civilization; 

 

Commending the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, while 

recognizing the need to reinforce all kind of international cooperation that is 

indispensable for realizing the objectives of the APA, i.e., the promotion of freedom, 

justice, strengthening progress and prosperity of its members and making better use 

of the region’s vast human and natural resources in the interests of the member 

countries; 

 

Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations in their entirety and 

interconnection with each other, including those of sovereign equality, political 

independence and territorial integrity of all States, refraining from use of force or the 

threat of use of force in international relations and non-interference in the internal 

affairs of States; 

 

Underlining the absolute value of multilateralism in fostering a more prosperous, 

peaceful and sustainable world and expressing their determination to promote 

multilateral cooperation; 

 

Emphasizing the importance of parliamentary diplomacy in maintaining peace, 

security and stability in the world and in enhancing trust, cooperation and solidarity 

among nations; 

 

Concerned over the ongoing conflicts, security challenges and the threats of terrorism 

in parts of Asia and the suffering of people affected by these conflicts, especially 

displaced people; 

  

Welcoming the announcement of a deal to secure a ceasefire and the release of 

prisoners and hostages in Gaza and stressing the importance of full implementation 

of the deal, firstly, to ease sufferings caused by the conflict and expand the delivery of 

sustained humanitarian relief;  
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Stressing the centrality of promoting the rule of law, justice and good governance for 

realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms and underscoring in this 

regard the legislative authority of Parliaments;  

 

Promoting tolerance, mutual understanding and respect for core human values by 

rejecting any form of discrimination, racism, xenophobia or Islamophobia; 

 

Encouraging the importance of the effective inclusion of women and youth in social, 

cultural, economic and political affairs and decision-making in Asia as appropriate; 

 

Expressing our will to boost regional cooperation in political, economic, commercial, 

social, environmental, healthcare, cultural and educational fields, including by 

strengthening inter-parliamentary dialogue in Asia;  

 

Reiterating the significance of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

particularly in the areas of health, education, housing, food security, nutrition, poverty 

eradication and environmental sustainability; 

 

Noting that a healthy environment is a prerequisite and key enabler for sustainable 

development and social welfare, and that the adverse impacts of climate change affect 

vulnerable countries the most, highlighting the need for enhancing the individual and 

collective capacity of Asian countries to address climate risks; 

 

Noting the successful outcomes of the 29th session of the Conference of Parties 

(COP29) to United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

held in Baku, Azerbaijan on 11-22 November 2024 that will contribute significantly to 

addressing environmental and climate related global challenges; 

 

Commending role of parliamentary diplomacy in strengthening multilateral 

cooperation in Asia and underscoring commitment of the APA Member States 

to address all aspects of the critical issue of multilateral cooperation. 

 

Acknowledging that effective parliamentary cooperation is essential for providing 

legislative support to enhance economic collaboration and interconnectivity in Asia; 

 

Hereby: 

 

Reaffirm our commitment to the Charter of the United Nations, the universally 

recognized norms and principles of international law and to the Charter of the Asian 

Parliamentary Assembly; 

 

Support the strengthening of multilateralism and advocate for more efficient, inclusive 

and transparent global governance and an order based on international law;  
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Reject any unlawful political and economic pressure against any Member State, 

particularly those, whose nations are suffering from the negative consequences of 

unilateral coercive measures at political, economic and social levels;  

 

Mobilize all efforts to promote peace in Asia through the peaceful resolution of 

disputes, by providing assistance to conflict affected populations and by encouraging 

the safe and dignified return of displaced persons; 

 

Recognize the repeated appeals by the Western Azerbaijani Community to engage 

in dialogue for the return to their ancestral homes in Armenia, as enshrined in various 

international human rights instruments, and mobilize all efforts to ensure the safe and 

dignified return of these displaced Azerbaijanis. 

Urge all parties to fully comply with international law, including international 

humanitarian law, and call for withdrawal of Israeli forces from the occupied 

Palestinian territory;  

 

Request the UN and the international community to substantially scale up the delivery 

of humanitarian relief to Gaza, to rebuild infrastructure and to rehabilitate the people 

of Gaza; 

 

Reject categorically any foreign plans/initiatives regarding the future of Palestine and 

post-war Gaza, which are the absolute rights of the Palestinian people.  

 

Reiterate strong support for the establishment of an independent and sovereign 

State of Palestine with its capital Al Quds and the right to return as mentioned in the 

UN General Assembly Resolution 194. 

Unite efforts and enhance cooperation in a collective fight against terrorism,  

extremism, separatism, xenophobia, islamophobia, racism, crime in the sphere of ICT, 

transnational organised crime, trafficking in human being and illicit drug trafficking illicit 

trafficking in weapons, cultural property and other goods, illegal exploitation and 

trafficking of natural resources and money-laundering;  

Exhort APA Member Parliaments to collaborate and take necessary measures to 

promote the development of ICT infrastructure through enabling policies, capacity 

building and building confidence and security in the use of ICTs; 

 

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to promote strong inter-parliamentary 

cooperation and meaningful engagement of women and youth in their working;  

 

Encourage targeted activities to foster intercultural and interfaith dialogue and 

exchange in Asia, including through active engagement in Baku Process and 

Peace4culture Global Campaign; 
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Encourage enhanced dialogue and cooperation in the areas of culture, sport and 

tourism among the APA Member Countries; 

 

Underline the importance of fostering economic relations and trade channels to 

strengthen regional interconnectivity and support regional transport and digital 

connectivity projects; 

 

Urge Asian governments to improve the implementation of SDG’s and to adopt policy 

approaches to develop a comprehensive and innovative growth strategies needed to 

sustain a resilient, balanced, sustainable and inclusive economic growth;  

 

Further urge APA Member Parliaments to redouble efforts in supporting activities to 

eradicate poverty, reduce inequality, ensure food security, access to healthcare and 

education, including by developing and implementing effective policies; 

 

Invite APA member Parliaments to develop cross-sectoral collaboration for the 

advancement of health equity in Asia and adopt policies and measures to improve 

health care services and social protection systems; 

 

Call for improving alternative energy resources, emphasizing the importance of 

renewable and low-emission energy and energy efficiency in achieving sustainable 

development and protecting the environment, including through involving investments 

in infrastructure and the use of environment-friendly, innovative technology; 

 

Invite APA Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal actions 

deemed relevant for integrating climate policies into broader development policies and 

urge their respective governments to implement projects in line with the measures 

outlined their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and the Paris Agreement 

as appropriate;  

 

Note the adoption of the Baku Climate Unity Pact at the 29th session of the 

Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC in November 2024 and commend the 

COP29 Presidency’s global initiatives aimed at enabling impactful climate action; 

 

Acclaim with great satisfaction the expansion of the ranks of the Asian Parliamentary 

Assembly and welcome the full membership of the Sultanate of Oman, as well as the 

granting of Observer status to the Republic of Belarus. 

 

Support the crucial decision by the Plenary of the APA regarding equal payment and 

equal voting rights, recognize that the APA budget is essential for its effective 

functioning and a critical concern for all Member States, and call on all Member States 

to take the necessary measures to allocate the required funds. 
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Welcome the unanimous endorsement of the Kingdom of Bahrain for the 2026 term 

and the Islamic Republic of Iran for the 2027-2028 term as the APA President, and 

emphasize the significance of this momentous occasion in the historic city of Baku, 

reflecting confidence in their ability to advance the noble objectives of the APA through 

effective parliamentary diplomacy. 

 

Express gratitude to Azerbaijan for its warm, gracious and efficient hospitality in 

hosting the Fifteenth Plenary session of the APA in Baku. 
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Attachment VIII 

20 February 2025 

 

Dear Secretary General, Dr. Majidi, 

 

Russian Delegation to the Asian Parliamentary Assembly 15th Plenary Session in 

Azerbaijan would like to draw your attention and the attention of all the APA 

Member Parliaments to the Russian position on the adoption of the Baku 

Declaration. 

Drafting of the APA Baku Declaration on 20 February 2025 resulted in violations of 

the principles stipulated in the APA Statutory Documents.  

In accordance with the APA Rules of Procedure (Rule 21), the Plenary shall promote 

friendly and constructive dialogue. To this end, bilateral contentious issues shall be 

excluded. However, an issue of bilateral contentious nature was included into the 

Baku Declaration by the Drafting Committee despite the concerns and point of order 

raised by Russian delegation. Our comments concerning the issue of displaced 

persons voiced before acclamation were completely disregarded by the host country. 

Therefore, Russian delegation would like to officially inform the APA Secretariat 

about the formal letter sent to the Head of Azerbaijani Delegation as the APA Chair, 

which reads: 

“Russian Parliamentary delegation to the 15th Plenary Session of the Asian 

Parliamentary Assembly adheres to the position that in accordance with the APA 

existing practices, the Plenary Session Declaration is a document to be endorsed by 

consensus. Therefore, we call upon the Republic of Azerbaijan, as the APA Chair, 

to give due consideration to the positions expressed by national delegations and 

avoid including into Plenary Session Declaration any paragraphs that were not 

approved by all the APA Member Parliaments. 

Any other text may be issued by the Chair as a separate Chair Statement, not 

requiring consensus of all the APA Member Parliaments present at the session.” 
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However, the Russian position was not reflected in the Final Draft of the Baku 

Declaration that we received from the host country. Thus, the following wording 

was proposed by the Russian delegation in order to reach consensus: 

Recognize the necessity to address the outstanding humanitarian issues within the 

framework of the reconciliation process between Azerbaijan and Armenia, including 

return of refugees and preservation of cultural and religious heritage. [the repeated 

appeals by the Western Azerbaijani Community to engage in dialogue for the return 

to their ancestral homes in Armenia, as enshrined in various international human 

rights instruments, and mobilize all efforts to ensure the safe and dignified return of 

these displaced Azerbaijanis. ]  

Regrettably, Russian delegation’s proposals were not included into the text. With 

that in mind, to maintain the APA high status and image we kindly ask the Secretariat 

to draw the APA Member Parliaments’ attention to the incident and distribute the 

information about the situation among them. 

On top of that, we request the Secretariat to approach Azerbaijani Parliament with a 

view to amend or delete the afore-mentioned paragraph. 

We would also like to reserve the right of Russian delegation to get back to this issue 

so that our position is duly reflected in the final documents. 

We expect the APA Member Parliaments and the Secretariat to take all the necessary 

measures to avoid such unacceptable situations in future. 

 

Kind regards, 

Parliamentary Delegation of the Russian Federation 
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Attachment IX 

 

Asian 

Parliamentary 

Assembly 

 

SC- Social and Cultural Affairs/Rep/2025/3 

20 February 2025 

Azerbaijan 

Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs 
Baku, Azerbaijan 

19-20 February 2025 

Final Report 

 

The Meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs 

was held on February 19, 2024, and chaired by H.E. Gennady 

Ordenov, Head of the delegation of Russian Federation.       

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Member Parliaments unanimously adopted the Agenda. 

(Attachment I) 

2. Opening Remarks by the Chairperson 

H.E. Gennady Ordenov the Chairperson of the meeting, welcomed the 

participants and expressed hope that this meeting would constructively 

address the important topics under its consideration. He stated that the 

meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs, was 

held on September 2024 in Moscow. During the course of two sessions, 

13 draft resolutions were updated and adopted by consensus. A new 

draft resolution on support of a more just multipolar world order was 

introduced as new draft resolution by the Russia and adopted by 

consensus. The draft resolution on the “Commission on Women” was 

thoroughly debated at this session of the Committee and deferred to the 

next meeting for further debate. All 13 Draft resolutions was approved 

by the EC and recommended to the Plenary. He also indicated that the 

next meeting of the Standing Committee will be held in July 2025 in 

Moscow.  (Attachment II) 
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 3. Report of the Secretariat:  

The Representative of the Secretariat referred to the general perspective 

pertaining to the context of the draft resolutions under consideration by 

this committee. 

4. Consideration of Draft Resolutions recommended by the 

Executive Council  

The Representative of the Secretariat indicated that during the 

Executive Council of yesterday all miner, editorial comments of 

participants have been taken note of thus there is no need to reintroduce 

them again. The committee adopted draft resolutions one by one.  All 

13 draft resolutions recommended by EC, were considered, and 

approved by the Committee. 

5. Any other matters. 

No issue was raised. 
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Attachment I 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Standing Committee on  

Social and Cultural Affairs 

 

Baku, Azerbaijan  
19-20 February 2025 

 

Agenda 

 

 

1- Adoption of the Agenda  

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson  

3- Report of the Secretariat 

4- Consideration of the situation of Women Parliamentarians in Asia 

5- Consideration of Draft Resolutions recommended by the 

Executive Council  

6- Any other matters. 
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Attachment X 

 

Asian 

Parliamentary 

Assembly 

 

SC-Budget&Planning/Rep/2025/4 

20 February 2025 

Azerbaijan 

Standing Committee on Budget & Planning 

Baku, Azerbaijan 
19-20 February 2025 

Final Report 

 

The Meeting of the Standing Committee on Budget and Planning was 

held on 19 February 2025, and chaired by H.E. Mr. Ahmad bin Hitmi 

AL-Hitmi in the capacity of APA Vice-President. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Member Parliaments unanimously adopted the Agenda. 

(Attachment I) 

2. Opening Remarks by the Chairperson: 

 The chairperson stated that the meeting of the Standing Committee on 

Budget and Planning was held on November 2024 in Doha, Qatar.  At 

this meeting the draft resolution on Budget & Planning was debated 

with all proposed amendments and adopted by consensus. Considering 

that the Secretariat had estimated a budget of one million USD and the 

fact that there are 44 APA member, the meeting finally agreed on an 

equal amount of 22,000 USD as annual contribution. It was emphasized 

that the sum of 22,000 USD is a fair amount with no pressure on any 

member country, and voluntary contributions by certain wealthier 

members can also be taken into consideration. We should soon open a 

bank account which will facilitate the financial affairs 0f the 

Secretariat. We should consider a formula to penalize those who refrain 

or postponed the payment of their assessed contributions. 

3. Report of the Secretariat: 
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The Representative of Secretariat expressed hope that member 

parliaments start paying their assessed contributions once the Plenary 

adopt this only draft resolution of the Committee.  

 

4. Consideration of the Draft Resolution recommended by the 

Executive Council:  

Several member parliaments expressed their full support for the agreed 

amount of assessed contribution of 22000 and emphasized on the 

urgency of addressing this issue. 

5. Any other matters: 

No issue was raised. 
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Attachment I 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Standing Committee on  
Budget & Planning  

Baku, Azerbaijan 
19-20 February 2025  

Agenda 

 

1- Adoption of the Agenda  

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson  

3- Report of the Secretariat 

4- Consideration of Draft Resolution recommended by Executive 

Council  

5- Any other matters. 
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Attachment XI 

 

Asian 

Parliamentary 

Assembly 

 

SC- Economic & Sustainable Development /Rep/2025/5 

20 February 2025 

Azerbaijan 

Standing Committee on Economic & Sustainable 
Development 

Baku, Azerbaijan 
19-20 February 2025 

Final Report 

 

The Meeting of the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable 

Development was held on February 20, 2025 and chaired by the Head 

of delegation of the Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of 

Bahrain H.E. Mr. Ahmed Alsalloom. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The participants adopted the Agenda. (Attachment I) 

2. Opening Remarks by the Chairperson: 

H.E Mr. Ahmed Alsalloom, welcomed participants and  stated that all 

7 draft resolutions under consideration were extensively debated in 

Manama and reviewed during Executive Council in Baku , therefore 

we are well positioned to request Plenary for their adoption. 

3. Report of the Secretariat: 

The Representative of Secretariat based on what was mentioned by 

the chairman propose that draft resolutions be considered and adopted 

one by one. Participants welcomed the proposal.  

4. Consideration of the Draft Resolution recommended by the 

Executive Council: 
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Under this agenda item 7 draft resolutions were considered. The 

participants presented few minor editorials/corrections which were 

incorporated into relevant draft resolutions and adopted.  

5. Any other matters: 

No issue was raised 
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Attachment I 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Standing Committee on Economic 
and Sustainable Development  

 
Baku, Azerbaijan  

19-20  February 2025  

Agenda 

 

1- Adoption of the Agenda  

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson  

3- Report of the Secretariat 

4- Consideration of Draft Resolutions recommended by the Executive 

Council  

5- Any other matters. 
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Attachment XII 

 

Asian 

Parliamentary 

Assembly 

 

SC- Political Affairs /Rep/2025/6 

20 February 2025 

Azerbaijan 

Standing Committee on Political Affairs 
Baku, Azerbaijan 

19-20 February 2025 

Final Report 

 

The Meeting of the Standing Committee on Political Affairs was held 

on February 20, 2024, and chaired by H.E. Mr. Jabbar Frayyeh Abbas 

Al Kinani, MP of the Council of Representatives of Iraq.  

 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Member Parliaments unanimously adopted the Agenda. 

(Attachment I) 

2. Opening Remarks by the Chairperson:  

H.E. Mr. Al Kinani stated that the Standing Committee on Political 

Affairs was held on 11-12 January 2025 in Baghdad, Republic of Iraq. 

The Standing Committee adopted all 8 draft resolutions and presented 

them to the EC. In the sidelines of the Standing Committee the second 

session of the Committee on Palestine took place and all participating 

delegations expressing their full support for and solidarity with the 

Palestinian people. 

3. Report of the Secretariat:  

The representative of APA Secretariat presented the 8 draft resolutions 

one by one and requested their adoption.   

4. Consideration of the Draft Resolution recommended by the 

Executive Council: 
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The Standing Committee considered 8 draft resolutions recommended 

by the Executive Council and adopted them with minor corrections. 

Russian delegation on draft resolution “Asian Parliament’s unwavering 

support for Palestinian People”, expressed a Special Opinion as 

attached. (Attachment II) 

5. Any other matters: 

No issue was raised. 
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Attachment I 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Standing Committee on  
Political Affairs 

Baku, Azerbaijan 
 

19-20 February 2025  

Agenda 

 

 

1- Adoption of the Agenda  

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson  

3- Report of the Secretariat 

4- Consideration of Draft Resolution recommended by Executive 

Council  

5- Any other matters. 
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Attachment II 

 

Separate Opinion of the Russian Delegation on the APA Draft Resolution on 

Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the Palestinian People 

(Baghdad, January 11-12, 2025) 

 

The Russian delegation to the Asian Parliamentary Assembly wishes to express its respect for 

the delegations of all member countries of the Assembly and would like to voice the following 

regarding the Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the Palestinian 

People. 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those who have lost their 

lives as a result of armed confrontations and empathies with all those who have suffered. We 

hope that humanitarian situation in the crisis zone will recover. Any violence against civilians 

is unacceptable, including strikes against civilian infrastructure, medical facilities, and places 

where the elderly, women, and children gather. 

Russia’s position on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the pathways towards establishing 

lasting peace in the region is well-known and consistent. It is essential, above all, to achieve an 

immediate and comprehensive ceasefire, as well as a humanitarian truce to provide assistance 

to all those in need. We endorse the core mandate of UNRWA as a unique agency for aiding 

Palestinians. We acknowledge the importance of de-escalating hostilities and renouncing 

violence. 

We advocate for the full resumption of the political and diplomatic process aimed at achieving 

a long-term and fair settlement to the inveterate Middle Eastern conflict following 

internationally recognized legal principles, including, in particular, the UN Security Council 

resolutions. The ultimate outcome of this process should be the establishment of an 

independent Palestinian state within the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital, 

coexisting in peace and security with Israel. It is the only approach that will help achieve a 

sustainable solution and break the vicious circle of bloodshed. 

We welcome the UN General Assembly Resolution on the admission of Palestine as a full 

member to the United Nations adopted in May 2024 by the overwhelming majority. 

Hence, the Russian delegation, while generally supporting the spirit of the APA Draft 



82 

Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the Palestinian People, deems it 

necessary to use the terminology and wordings enshrined in the resolutions of the UN Security 

Council and General Assembly that correspond to the high level of activity of the Asian 

Parliamentary Assembly. 

We are convinced of the need to further enhance inter-parliamentary cooperation at the Asian 

Parliamentary Assembly to put an end to the suffering of the people of Gaza and to promote 

the use of peaceful political and diplomatic means that lead toward a comprehensive resolution 

of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and, more broadly, the Middle Eastern conflict, whose 

escalation has brought destabilization to the entire region. 
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Attachment XIII 

Decision 

 

The 15th APA Plenary on 20 February 2025 endorsed the outcome of 

the consultation of the Executive Council on the future APA 

Presidency. 

Noting that the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Bahrain 

had generously offered their candidacy for APA Presidency of 2026-

2027. 

The Assembly, in accordance with the agreement reached under the 

chairmanship of the representative of the APA president, decides to 

adopt the following arrangements as agreed:  

1.  Kingdom of Bahrain will hold the position of APA Presidency for 

2026. 

2. Islamic Republic of Iran will hold the position of APA Presidency for 

2027-2028. 

3. Iran as the APA vice-president will host the Standing Committee on 

Economic and Sustainable Development in 2026. 
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Attachment XIV 
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Attachment XV 

 

 


